
Association of Israel University Heads 
18 October 2023 
3 Heshvan 5784 

To: Minister Yoav Kish 
Chairman of the Council for Higher Education 

Dear Minister, 

We were astonished to read the Council’s decision on October 17, 2023, driven by you, requiring us to 
investigate all complaints regarding expressions of identification with Hamas and Islamic Jihad terrorism.  
This decision implies that the universities are failing to do so. 

What right do you have to preach morality to us?  Do you have any idea of what is presently happening at 
the universities?  Are you aware that the Sapir Academic College is on the brink of collapse because of the 
severe hits it has taken and that we are all doing our best to assist?  Do you know how many staff 
members, students, and employees at Ben-Gurion University, and all the other universities, have been 
killed, taken hostage, or injured?  You have not even taken the time to contact a single one of us since the 
outbreak of the war. 

While we are burying our dead, paying our respects to the families of the victims, taking care of the tens of 
thousands of our students who are currently serving in the reserves, organizing volunteer activities 
wherever possible, as well as addressing the very small number of cases where support for terrorism is 
expressed - you are advancing a resolution of this nature? 

We have lost trust in you.  The impression you have given us is that your only concern is to garner 
undeserved popularity, and to continue to promote a divisive policy that is senseless, particularly during war 
time. 

Out of respect for the Council for Higher Education, we will refer briefly to the content of its decision.  On 
one hand, this decision requires us to do something that we already do:  we swiftly and vigorously 
investigate any complaint of incitement or identification with a terrorist organization and the culprit is 
punished to the full extent of the law.  Every complaint is investigated. 

On the other hand, the Council for Higher Education’s decision also obligates us to report our decision to 
the Council and warns of steps to be taken against us should we fail to do so.  We have no intention of 
complying with the latter instruction, which could create an atmosphere of McCarthyism and acts of 
denunciation on the campuses. We are already seeing false complaints and accusations, and the 
Council’s decision will only exacerbate them. 

Furthermore, this decision was made without the necessary authority and in contravention of Section 15 of 
the Higher Education Law, whose purpose is to ensure the independence of institutions of higher 
education. 

We demand that you take immediate action, as expected in your position as Chairman of the Council for 
Higher Education, to assist the academic institutions to cope with the difficult situation in which Israel 
currently finds itself.  If you do not do so, then at least do not hamper our efforts to carry out our duties. 

Prof. Arie Zaban President, Bar-Ilan University 
Prof. Ehud Grossman President, Ariel University 
Prof. Daniel Chaimovitz President, Ben-Gurion University 
Prof. Alon Chen President, Weizmann Institute of Science 
Prof. Asher Cohen President, Hebrew University 
Prof. Uri Sivan President, Technion - Israel Institute of Technology 
Prof. Ariel Porat President, Tel Aviv University 
Prof. Leo Corry President, Open University of Israel 
Prof. Ron Robin President, University of Haifa 
 

* Translated into English by a group of concerned citizens. The Hebrew version follows. 



 
 


