
 

We, reserve duty and retired officers of the Military Advocate General, call on the Israeli government 

to stop all the measures it is taking to weaken the Judicial system, measures that will result in harm to 

democracy in general and harm to IDF soldiers in particular.1  

 

We proudly served in the Military Advocate General, and did everything we could in order to allow the 

IDF to fulfill its mission to protect the country within the legal framework. 

 

Within the legal framework, we prosecuted terrorists who harmed Israeli citizens and IDF soldiers; 

within the legal framework we advised army commanders on critical questions regarding their 

operational activity; within the legal framework we defended IDF soldiers who were accused in military 

courts; and within the legal framework, we defended IDF officers and soldiers in international forums 

from initiatives to prosecute them for military actions taken to defend the State of Israel as part of its 

constant battle for existence. 

 

Over the years of our service in the IDF as part of the Military Advocate General, the welfare of citizens 

of the country and IDF soldiers was always at the forefront of our concerns – as prosecutors, defense 

attorneys, as judges, and legal advisors. Always, and without exception, we acted to protect our sisters 

and brothers, our sons and daughters, all those wearing the uniform, so that no harm will befall them. 

All of this with a broad view of safeguarding the interests of the public and the rule of law, and with the 

understanding that this is the best way to protect the IDF and the people serving in it. 

 

We believe that the series of measures that the Israeli government is advancing – hastily, without in-

depth public discussion, and without broad public agreement – will lead to irreversible damage to the 

justice system, whose professionalism and independence are vital to the democratic regime of the State 

of Israel. A judicial system controlled by the government, that serves as a rubber stamp for other 

authorities, will leave Israel as a democracy in name only, and will not be able to adequately defend its 

citizens or protect their rights. 

 

Moreover, weakening of the Judicial system will expose the soldiers and commanders of the army to 

serious risks when facing foreign and international legal forums, through which the enemies of the state 

will try to arrest and imprison commanders and soldiers of the army and members of the various 

security forces for warlike activities they carried out as part of their duties and for the defense of the 

State of Israel. Today, many of these international legal forums avoid prosecuting Israeli soldiers and 

security forces due to the international reputation of the Israeli legal system as a professional and 

 
1 Translated into English by a group of concerned citizens. The Hebrew version follows. 



independent system that operates within the framework of the law and enforces it in a fair, objective, 

and independent manner. 

 

Implementation of the series of measures that the government is currently advancing to weaken the 

judicial system could lead to a rapid crushing of the international reputation of Israel's civil and military 

judicial system and expose IDF soldiers and their commanders to an increased risk of prosecution 

abroad, both during and after their service. 

 

Therefore, we call on the government to immediately halt its legislative moves to advance the plan to 

change the judicial system; the government must recognize the need to base such critical changes on 

broad public consensus and must open a real dialogue, with the goal of improving the judicial system 

while preserving its independence and quality. 
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