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23 March 2023 

Arrest of our colleague Shikma Bressler during a protest today 

Dear friends, 

I was worried and angered when I saw the photos of our colleague Dr. Shikma Bressler of the 

Department of Particle Physics and Astrophysics, who was arrested near a protest held in Northern 

Israel. 

The freedom to protest is a fundamental right in a democracy. Shikma has long been leading a non-

violent protest movement against the violation of fundamental democratic principles in Israel. In recent 

weeks she has continued to lead a mass movement to preserve democracy in a manner that is worthy of 

high praise. This is a responsible, non-violent movement of the people, motivated by the love of the 

country and a deep commitment to our shared values. 

The arrest of Shikma, a movement leader that has repeatedly called for democratic law-abiding protests, 

further emphasizes the feeling that we could deteriorate quickly into a reality that exists only in 

oppressive regimes. 

We all have the right to protest and demonstrate, and I call upon all of you not to be deterred and to 

exercise your rights by following your conscience and understanding. 

I am calling for the support of Shikma, and I invite you to join me on this call. Shikma: we all stand by 

your side! 

Prof. Avishay Gal-Yam 

Dean 

Physics Faculty 

Weizmann Institute of Science 

[signature] 

 

 

 
1 Translated into English by a group of concerned citizens. The Hebrew version follows. 
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