
1]Seal Government Israeli[ 

The Knesset 

MK Yair Lapid 

Leader of the Opposition 

20 March 2023 

28 Adar 5783 

To:  

Speaker of the Knesset, Mr. Amir Ohana. 

 

Re: Passage of the Judicial Coup by Late Night Power Grab in the Knesset Constitution Committee 

This morning was the first announcement of the new outline proposed by the Coalition for changing the 

composition of the Judicial Selection Committee. Afterward, a preliminary and non-exhaustive 

discussion was held without hearing from relevant experts and without Knesset members being given 

the opportunity to ask questions or comment on the issue, as is customary during the legislative process 

and certainly for an issue at the very center of a political and constitutional dispute. 

Tonight at 8:30 pm, the Committee’s Chairman published a statement ordering all objections to be 

submitted by tomorrow at 10:00 am. At the same time, the Knesset conducts a late-night debate that 

will last until the early morning. 

These actions are in contempt of the Knesset and in contempt of the process for enacting a Basic Law 

that would bring about a fundamental change to Israel’s system of governance. I request that you 

instruct the Chairman of the Committee to convene another discussion with the participation of Knesset 

members and relevant experts and allow additional time to study and understand the new proposal and 

submit written reservations. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Yair Lapid, Leader of the Opposition. 

Benny Gantz, Leader of the National Unity Party. 

Avigdor Lieberman, Leader of the Yisrael Beiteinu Party. 

Merav Michaeli, Leader of the Labor Party. 

Mansour Abbas, Leader of the United Arab List Party. 

 
1 Translated into English by a group of concerned citizens. The Hebrew version follows. 
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